
 
 

Carrie Blast Furnace Tours kick off 2013 Season with Animal Friends 

and Bluegrass Folk band The Seams on May 25 
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The Carrie Blast Furnace Tours in Rankin and Swissvale, Pa, are on-deck for the 2013 

tourism season with a little help from some four-legged friends! The first self-guided tour 

kicks off May 25 with nonprofit group Animal Friends and some of their adoptable pets 

along with the musical stylings of steel rock folk band The Seams. A portion of the tour 

proceeds will go toward the animal shelter organization. 

The blast furnace complex, managed by Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area since 

2010, used to be part of the US Steel Homestead Works. At one time, the site was key in 

preparing the country to enter World War II and providing the iron to create armour 

plating for ships and tanks. The pair of furnaces operated from 1907 to 1978 and the site 

was designated a National Historic Landmark in 2006. Soon-to-be featured in the 

Christian Bale film “Out of the Furnace” and recently featured in Netflix “Hemlock 

Grove” series, PBS’ “Antiques Roadshow”, and a Wiz Khalifa music video, the blast 

furnace site is becoming a popular film/set backdrop in the region. 

Tour guests will begin at the Carrie Furnace Complex Visitor Center which includes a 

gift shop and theater area which is powered through solar electric provided by ZeroFossil 

Energy Outfitters. Tours include a visit to the Stationary Car Dumper, installed during 

modernization efforts at Carrie Furnaces 6 and 7 in 1925-26. As the bin filled, its 

contents were dropped into transfer cars that moved the material to the proper ore yard 

unloading pit. This car dumper is one of the oldest in existence in the U.S. and is a 

contributing resource to the National Historic Landmark. 

Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area acquired the rights to Carrie Furnace No. 6 & 7, 

which includes additional acreage surrounding the former steel complex in June 2010. 

The pair of furnaces operated from 1907 to 1978 and the site was designated a National 

Historic Landmark in 2006. By August 2010, the site was opened to the public for tours. 



The site is open for guided tours 10 AM every Saturday in May through October and 10 

AM every Friday June through August. Visitors can also be shuttled to the site Saturdays 

June through August by Lenzner Coach from downtown Pittsburgh. Besides May 25, 

self-guided tours will be June 15, July 6, August 31, September 21 and October 5. Cost of 

the tour is $25 with discounts for seniors and youth. Proceeds go toward the preservation 

of the site and related steel heritage projects. 

For more information or tickets, visit www.riversofsteel.com. For groups of 20 or more, 

call 412.464.4020, ext. 32 for group rates. For shuttled tours from downtown Pittsburgh, 

visit www.coachusa.com and click on their City Sightseeing tours. 

The Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area is managed by the non-profit Rivers of Steel 

Heritage Corporation (RSHC) in partnership with the National Park Service and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. RSHC works with communities throughout 

Southwestern Pennsylvania to identify, conserve, promote and interpret the cultural, 

historic, recreational and other resources associated with steel and steel-related 

industries. The goal of the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area is to use these 

resources to encourage community revitalization through cultural tourism, historic 

preservation, natural and recreational resource conservation, cultural and educational 

programs and related economic development. Rivers of Steel National Heritage area 

includes Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Washington and 

Westmoreland counties. For more information, visit www.riversofsteel.com 
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